WikiLeaks Document Release 

http:/ /wikileaks.org/wiki/CRS-RS20805 
February 2, 2009 

Congressional Research Service 
Report RS20805 

GIFTS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Jack Maskell, American Law Division 
Updated February 6, 2001 



Abstract. This report addresses inquiries from congressional offices for information on the federal statutes, 
regulations and guidelines concerning restrictions on the acceptance of personal gifts by the President of the 
United States. 



http://wikileaks.org/wiki/CRS-RS20805 



Order Code RS20805 
February 6, 2001 



CRS Report for Congress 

Received through the CRS Web 



Gifts to the President of the United States 

Jack Maskell 
Legislative Attorney 
American Law Division 



Summary 



This report addresses inquiries from congressional offices for information on the 
federal statutes, regulations and guidelines concerning restrictions on the acceptance of 
personal gifts by the President of the United States. While the President, like any other 
officer or employee of the Federal Government, is prohibited from receiving personal 
gifts from foreign governments and from official foreign interests without the consent of 
Congress, he is generally free to accept personal gifts from the American public. Most 
of the regulatory restrictions on the acceptance of gifts by federal officials from so-called 
“prohibited sources” are not applicable to the President of the United States, although 
the President may not solicit gifts from such sources. The President, in any event, may 
receive gifts that are given on the basis of personal friendship. When personal gifts 
accepted by the President or his family exceed a certain amount, those gifts are required 
to be publicly disclosed in financial disclosure reports filed by the President. The 
President remains subject to the bribery and illegal gratuities law which prohibits the 
receipt of a gift or of anything of value when that receipt, or agreement to receive, is 
connected to the performance (or nonperformance) of an official act. 



While federal laws have long prohibited corrupt payments to federal officials, such 
as those in the form of “bribes” from favor-seekers in the private sector , 1 the regulation 
and limitation on mere “gifts” to federal officials from domestic sources - where there is 
not necessarily any bargain (reciprocity), compensation or favor explicitly sought, 
understood or agreed to - are of a more recent vintage . 2 The ethical issues and problems 



1 Bribery is one of the express crimes constituting grounds for impeachment of the President, Vice 
President, and all civil officers of the United States, originally stated within the Constitution, 
Article II, Section 4. The first federal statutes on bribery began with the 1 st Congress in 1789 and 
1790, 1 Stat. 46, July 31, 1789 (custom officials); 1 Stat. 117, April 30, 1790 (federal judges). 
See discussion generally in Noonan, Bribes, 427 - 435 (MacMillan 1984). 

2 Regulation of gifts before the 1960's was sporadic within the individual agencies of the 
Government in their internal regulations. See, The Association of the Bar of the City of New York, 
Conflict of Interest and Federal Sendee, 72 - 83 (Harvard University Press 1960). A 
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